MACBETH

ACT II

QUESTIONS

A. BANQUO 

Hold, take my sword. There's husbandry in heaven;
Their candles are all out. Take thee that too.
A heavy summons lies like lead upon me,
And yet I would not sleep: merciful powers,
Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature
Gives way to in repose!

1. What is the meaning of “There’s husbandry in heaven”?

2. Why must Fleance take Banquo’s sword?

3. How must the “merciful powers” help Banquo?

B.MACBETH
Is this a dagger which I see before me,
The handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee.
I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.
Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible
To feeling as to sight? or art thou but
A dagger of the mind, a false creation,
Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain?
I see thee yet, in form as palpable
As this which now I draw.
Thou marshall'st me the way that I was going;
And such an instrument I was to use.
Mine eyes are made the fools o' the other senses,
Or else worth all the rest; I see thee still,
And on thy blade and dudgeon gouts of blood,
Which was not so before. There's no such thing:
It is the bloody business which informs
Thus to mine eyes. Now o'er the one halfworld
Nature seems dead, and wicked dreams abuse
The curtain'd sleep; witchcraft celebrates
Pale Hecate's offerings, and wither'd murder,
Alarum'd by his sentinel, the wolf,
Whose howl's his watch, thus with his stealthy pace.
With Tarquin's ravishing strides, towards his design
Moves like a ghost. Thou sure and firm-set earth,
Hear not my steps, which way they walk, for fear
Thy very stones prate of my whereabout,
And take the present horror from the time,
Which now suits with it. Whiles I threat, he lives:
Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath gives.

A bell rings
I go, and it is done; the bell invites me.
Hear it not, Duncan; for it is a knell
That summons thee to heaven or to hell.
LADY MACBETH 

That which hath made them drunk hath made me bold;
What hath quench'd them hath given me fire.
Hark! Peace!
It was the owl that shriek'd, the fatal bellman,
Which gives the stern'st good-night. He is about it:
The doors are open; and the surfeited grooms
Do mock their charge with snores: I have drugg'd
their possets,
That death and nature do contend about them,
Whether they live or die.


LADY MACBETH 

Alack, I am afraid they have awaked,
And 'tis not done. The attempt and not the deed
Confounds us. Hark! I laid their daggers ready;
He could not miss 'em. Had he not resembled
My father as he slept, I had done't.

MACBETH 

But wherefore could not I pronounce 'Amen'?
I had most need of blessing, and 'Amen'
Stuck in my throat.

LADY MACBETH 

These deeds must not be thought
After these ways; so, it will make us mad.

MACBETH 

Still it cried 'Sleep no more!' to all the house:
'Glamis hath murder'd sleep, and therefore Cawdor
Shall sleep no more; Macbeth shall sleep no more.'

LADY MACBETH 

Infirm of purpose!
Give me the daggers: the sleeping and the dead
Are but as pictures: 'tis the eye of childhood
That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed,
I'll gild the faces of the grooms withal;
For it must seem their guilt.

Exit. Knocking within
MACBETH 

Whence is that knocking?
How is't with me, when every noise appals me?
What hands are here? ha! they pluck out mine eyes.
Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather
The multitudinous seas in incarnadine,
Making the green one red.

Re-enter LADY MACBETH
LADY MACBETH 

My hands are of your colour; but I shame
To wear a heart so white.

Knocking within
I hear a knocking
At the south entry: retire we to our chamber;
A little water clears us of this deed:
How easy is it, then! Your constancy
Hath left you unattended.

Knocking within
LENNOX 

The night has been unruly: where we lay,
Our chimneys were blown down; and, as they say,
Lamentings heard i' the air; strange screams of death,
And prophesying with accents terrible
Of dire combustion and confused events
New hatch'd to the woeful time: the obscure bird
Clamour'd the livelong night: some say, the earth
Was feverous and did shake.

DONALBAIN 

To Ireland, I; our separated fortune
Shall keep us both the safer: where we are,
There's daggers in men's smiles: the near in blood,
The nearer bloody.

MALCOLM 

This murderous shaft that's shot
Hath not yet lighted, and our safest way
Is to avoid the aim. Therefore, to horse;
And let us not be dainty of leave-taking,
But shift away: there's warrant in that theft
Which steals itself, when there's no mercy left.

Old Man 

'Tis unnatural,
Even like the deed that's done. On Tuesday last,
A falcon, towering in her pride of place,
Was by a mousing owl hawk'd at and kill'd.
MACDUFF 

They were suborn'd:
Malcolm and Donalbain, the king's two sons,
Are stol'n away and fled; which puts upon them
Suspicion of the deed.

ROSS 

'Gainst nature still!
Thriftless ambition, that wilt ravin up
Thine own life's means! Then 'tis most like
The sovereignty will fall upon Macbeth.


4.	What is special about the dagger that Macbeth sees?


5.	What is a dagger?


6.	Why is Macbeth seeing this dagger?


7. 	Where is the dagger coaxing Macbeth to go?


8.	Why does Macbeth say his “eyes are made fools”?


9.	Who was Tarquin?


10.	Why must the earth not hear his steps?


11.	What does Macbeth mean when he says: “Whiles I threat he lives”?


12.	What does the ringing of the bell mean?


13.	What is a “knell”?





What made Lady Macbeth bold and gave her fire?


What is the owl a symbol of?


What is Macbeth busy doing?


How do the grooms mock their charge?


Why do nature and death contend about the grooms?


What is the job of the grooms?





Who has woken up?


What is the meaning of the expression “the attempt and not the deed confounds us”?


Why didn’t Lady Macbeth kill Duncan?





Why could Macbeth not say “Amen”?


Why is it ironic that Macbeth needs a blessing?


Why is the statement made by Lady Macbeth ironic?


What “deeds” is she referring to?





How has Macbeth murdered sleep?


Who is Glamis and Cawdor?


Why shall Macbeth sleep no more?


Who is it who can’t sleep in the end?





31. Why does Lady Macbeth call Macbeth infirm of purpose?


32. What will Lady Macbeth go and do?


33. Why don’t you have to be afraid of the dead according to Lady Macbeth?


34. How does this act affect Lady Macbeth later in the play?





35. Macbeth uses an image to describe how terrible the deed is that he committed. Explain the image.


36. What is the meaning of the word “incarnadine”?


37. What does Lady Macbeth mean when she says she doesn’t have a “white heart”?


38. “A little water clears us of this deed”. Why is this statement ironic?


39. What does Lady Macbeth think of the deed they have just committed?


40. What is the meaning of “your constancy hath left you unattended”?





41. How was nature affected by Duncan’s murder? Make a list.


42. What did the English believe about the relationship between the king and nature?





43. What does Donaldbain mean when he says “There’s daggers in men’s smiles”?


44. What does Malcolm mean when he says “This murderous shaft that’s shot hath not yet lighted”?


45. Where are they fleeing to?








46. Which unnatural event occurred in nature?


47. Why this focus on the ‘unnatural’?





48. Why is Donalbain and Malcolm suspected of killing Duncan?


49. Why is it against nature for Malcolm and Donalbain to kill Duncan?


50. Why does Ross call it a “Thrifless ambition”?


51. Why does Macbeth become king?
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